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1. Beatng up ppl realy badly, media
runing around tryng 2 cover al, beatng
up with such mahanna, zeinab, rehab
cryng already, forin media woman got
beat up 2.

2. Amn surrounding 4 ppl masalan, they
wont even let san3ala in. we’r al
gathered round, mor&mor gathrng, ya
lahwi, HUGE MOZAHRA PRO
MUBARAK! pasng thru.

3. watany getng angry and dangerous,
watany odamna we warana, markazy on
my left, but nice markazy.

4. Amn nxt 2 me so naive, kind and
embaresd keda, watany breakng cars,
kefaya kefaya kefaya e7na weselna lel
nehaaaaayaa (3ala belady belady)

5. in the neqaba, drnkng water, listening
2 news (im etsanating 3ala geroge
ishaq, san3alah and othrs.... waitng)

6. they say the girls that got caught by
the baltageya (ppl with sticks) got
strippd! rehab is bak cryng, more amn
more amn more amn

7. a7lef besamaha we betorabha, hosni
mubarak ely kharabha

8. My fave! Hosni mubrk.... kfaya.... el
mabaT7eth .... kfaya..... talfi2 awady....
kfaya.... Altwar2... kfaya ....
amneldwla... kfaya... fathi surur....
kfaya.... saf el3skar... kfaya.... el
ta3zib.... kfaya... el as3ar.... kfaya...

9. Amn somehow keeps letting watany
ppl in! dina says we should go in as its
gttng dangerous

10. 3arf ya3ni ey they unleashed the
dogs, they unleashed the DOGS, we
barly got away, nora & dina & i got out,
zeinab, heba, moh’d, tamer, rehab stuck
inside! worried awy

11. suddenly watany attackd FULL
FORCE! The guys made a human wal
around us & we had 2 jump men wara,
amn dawla catching us, they hid us in a
corner & let us out 2 by 2
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In addition to being disgusted and horrified by the way the women and
the men at the demonstration were handled, beaten and groped |
believe Wednesday’s experience was positive in many ways. for one
thing, it exposed the brutality and the corruption of the regime beyond a
reasonable doubt. | don't think i will ever entertain any further doubts
about the regime being able to change from within and what not!
second and more importantly, Wednesday’s demonstration as small as
it was really did ruin the election in the international media. News of the
beatings and the harassment overshadowed the referendum and
exposed the regime. This goes to prove that one should not be
discouraged by the fact that demonstrations attract such a small
number because a small but determined crowd can really make a
difference. Wednesday's events have strengthened my will and
dispelled any doubts i may have had and for that | thank the thugs of
the NDP and all the officers present at the demonstration. As of
Wednesday | no longer have any doubts about the usefulness of going

out there to demonstrate! Dina
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12. bas rehab and nora kept screaming
and swearing

13. they came out, etbahdelu, etbahdelu,
etnahdelu, im fine, we ran far away

14. kefaya guy says there were specific
intents 2 target the grls ths time, female
harassment ya3ni, kefaya grls wer
completly strippd el sob7

15. apparently aftr we got out, amn
stayd surroundng them and let the dogs
in and then they trapped them al
together, nora & i were the last out

16. zeinab kpt telng thm “tab momken
nata7awar” “tab dana zay okhtuku
elkebira”

17. when we survey the damages its
clear enu f3lan it was th grls el
etbahdelu, barly nethng happnd 2 the
guys, so sad sa7?, al day we wer
mestaghrabin

18. that there was vry little security &
not any traffic jams we keda, now i thnk
its clear they wantd 2 make sure the
dogs could wander around easily, msh
mesada2a.

19. this guy said “awl mara
yekhayaruna, we lama khayaruna,
khayaruna bel3afya.

20. we’re in hisham mubarak’s law
office now hearng more stories of
sexual harassment of the grlz 2day, they
are going 2 make a big deal out of it. So
proud of that.

21. moderator is rep of labor arty,
briefing on 2day & significance of our
efforts, how nxt period will be bloody,
alternatv systems & ways 2 protest,
unity
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NDP demo, headed by a civilian goon “in a green shirt”(like an
officer), he and other goons kept them in check until the word was
given to start fighting
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sS4kl o 8 Gu) Gy LAkl 8
O i) JSI Gy G 3ple U,



http://photos1.blogger.com/img/196/4295/640/P1010269.jpg
http://photos1.blogger.com/img/176/5665/50/COVER.jpg
http://photos1.blogger.com/img/137/1601/640/bw4beating.jpg

http://www.manalaa.net e Udb_g.i'ulb LPS)J & Lk SJ u.o;w

it seems it is my family's fate to loose its laptops in the fight for freedom and democracy.

yes | went to the kefaia mozahra today and lost my laptops, my pda, my usb key and my flash memory
card, we're talking 12000LE worth of equipment and tons of data here.l almost lost my life too but that
you expect when you go to a protest, but my poor nibbler :-(

today me and my mother where attacked by tens of hired thugs from the NDP sham demonstration.

the police where there, they saw everything and they did not interfere, they kept asking for my ID while |
was being kicked, they tried to arrest me and tried to confiscate my camera.

but let me start with the rage. If you know these people stop dealing with them now, beware don't get
related to them, done talk to them, | encourage you to spit on them, to kick their balls, to shout
obscenities.

oh and while we're at it would anonymous visitors please volunteer with some s here, I'm not allowed
because | intend to go to court and | don't need a libel case to deal with when I'm trying to prove the
officers in these photos (note | did not say the fucking officers or anything of the like, don't misquote me)
neglected their duty and did not protect me.

| was scared very scared but I'm glad | showed some bravery they attacked my mom first and | actually
managed to protect her (other females where not as lucky, the fucking bastard harrased many).

they cracked some bone in the feet (yet to be confirmed, going to get an X ray soon) , they broke our
glasses, | can hardly see, but | don't feel violated, after we got cornered (we gopt the police to thank for
that), after it became obvious the police was not about to help (they tried to interogate me while | was
ducking blows and kicking back, its hard to describe how it looks like having a wal of police officers in
front of you with gaps opening from time to time to let a hand or a leg in to do damage), after the stole
my bag with everything in | decided not to break | stood up and started taking photos, one of the officers
asked the thugs to get the camera.

ok | can't really protect myself, | can't do shit for this fucking country, | can't protect my possesions, how
can | maintain my feeling of selfworth through this?by going crazy off course. the camera is myself, men
actually have a soul and its in the memory stick of their digital cam, they don't really want me, the laptop
was random stealing, what they want is my camera | heard the officer say it GET THE CAMERA, | will
protect the camera, just as | protected my mother. crazy but it helped, | actually feel proud (yeah the
photos sucked but thats all beside the point).

I shoved, | fought back, | curled in the floor, | kicked back, | was clever, they failed to inflict more
injuries, while on the floor hands grabbed at the camera | put it in my pocket, TEAR HIS CLOTHES
hands grabed | kicked, a uniformed hand is in my pocket, | bite. another officer comes, stand up, why
won't you leave, leave how? we'll be lynched. he takes all the soldiers and goes away, we are alone
and cornered, more fighting, they throw 2olal (J>8) at us, man its my fault, | brought the things to their
attention when | broke one on their leaders head (he did not flinch, thank you tv real life is actually more
scarry, has better special effects), it hurts everywhere. the police come back, they shove us into a
building, shouting at us.

| think it was stupid of mom to try and stop a whole demo on her own, she does this trick on the amn
markazi, but the soldiers are normal poor exploited egyptians, they hestitate, a fighting woman confuses
them, they don't want to hit her, they wait for orders and the officers seldom give it, but to try and protect
what remained from the kefaia demonstration on her own? and these thugs they don't hesitate, the
horror stories of what they did on our third retreat are unbelievable, in comparison | was lucky.

the first time the people on the cafe interfered, we refused to budge and the thugs moved on, but why
did she have to start again? she went to protect this little guy, | tried to explain to her he is one of them,
they're fighting each other over something or other.

and now we're trapped.
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well better make phone calls, we both take out our mobiles, the officers starts shouting put these down.
ok another small battle, these silly victories is what makes you go on, is that how my dad managed to
survive 5 years in jail? by winning small victories? we make the calls, | call manal, | call dad, the phone
calls agitate the officers they call for higher ranking officers they decide to move us, the amn markazi is
there they froma protective cordone and we are swept to a pharmacy. 4 more protesters are there, we
exchange news, one of the guys after the camera comes in, so he is a police guy who can tell the
difference, | move deep inside the pharmacy. back when | was on the floor with qolal raining on me |
moved the memory stick from the camera and put it in a seperate pocket, | make sure its there, as long
as | have the photos I'm intact, | retain my dignity I'm victorious.

in the middle of it all | flashed whatever money | had in my pockets, only 10 LE | shouted hey sorry |
only have 10 can you spare me and I'll owe you the rest. the pharmacy is full of officers in civies, they
keep asking who we are and what do we belong to, why are you invistegating us? go talk to the thugs.
they seem to think this will scare us, they ask for names and we give them, who cares they know us all
already, its not like its a secret movement. the guys play a silly game, to each his small victories |
suppose, they hide the mobile phones so none will fall in the hands of the police (protecting our friends
they say), I'm thinking how silly.

negotiations begin, we'll take you out one by one, no way you did that in the begining and delivered us
to the bastards, we all move together. ok come with me, now no way we go out with a uniformed officer,
I'm the highest ranking officer in the place (U8l - sis &l it ) yeah but in civies you can melt into the
croud. they keep saying we are Egyptians bardo, ya 3am 7ad 2al 7aga, | get tired, my head hurts, my
feet hurts, | can't see without glasees. shiiit | lost my laptop, SHIIIT | LOST MY FUCKING LAPTOP,
depression, rage, helplessness.

we can't do small scale demos anymore | keep thinking, its over, its too dangerous, and we can't do
large scale ones, on the ekhwan can. the trouble is the ekhwan avoided protests until we did them.

| want to go home now, thats enough for me today. they reach some agreement, | can't move | drag
myself, we hold hands and we walk out, after 10 minutes we see reporters (WHERE THE FUCK
WHERE YOU) some woman tries to interview me | can't even focus, we end up in a taxi. the third
retreat today, everyone moves to the syndicates.

when we get there is the typical scene few hundred protesters with thousands of central security
soldiers around. seems safe enough | think, back to normalcy. little did | know, by the time | arive home
we get loads of horrific reports. we leave the others and head home, mom lost her phone in the
pharmacy, so its with the police, we gotta get the number blocked before they make some international
phone calls or something. | joke with the taxi driver, I'm fine now, still in shock (I got hit by no less than 7
flags of egypt, the eagle never looked that intimidating before, | defiantly can't think clearly) more
phonecalls. ok | tell a blow by blow like 5 times, | chat on IRC and vent my rage a bit (root is the master
and sudo is his prophet).

I'm alaa, I'm still the same, | say the same stuff, | do the same things, | can't see, it hurts but I'm intact,
my camera is empty now, it can get back to being a gadget. ok | was very confused, did not know how
to write this, which language to use, how to go about it. what voice, what style (yeah it will suck like the
rest, will get 200 readers only like all my long posts but thats beside the point, | write for me).

the ban on ~& A G:is too much, its practicaly the reason | have this website and now | can't do it??

| don't know how this post looks like I'll read it again later.
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1. We have first of all been particularly shocked
by violent physical assaults on several women
journalists, committed by members of your party
under the noses of secret services members.

Nawal Ali, of the opposition newspaper Al-Guil on 25
May accused members of the ruling National
Democratic Party (NDP) of assaulting her in front of
the journalists' union where she was attending an
English course. They surrounded her, manhandled
her before tearing her clothes, sexually molesting her
and throwing her to the ground. They also stole her
mobile phone, jewellery and money in her bag. Ali
and the journalists' union both made an official
complaint after this attack.

The same day, during demonstrations in the capital,
several journalists, including a British employee of
the daily Los Angeles Times, were attacked. She
was molested and harassed by a crowd of your
supporters who threw her to the ground, kicked her
in the stomach and back before running way.

According to concordant sources, two women
working for French news agency Agence France-
Presse (AFP) and US news agency Associated
Press (AP) were victims of the same type of attacks.
An eyewitness said that plain clothes police officers,
who apparently surrounded demonstrators from the
opposition movement Kefaya to cut them off and
beat them, went directly for the AP journalist, pulling
her hair and sexually molesting her.

We strongly condemn these squalid assaults,
unworthy of a democracy and contrary to the Arab
Charter on Human Rights. We urge the Egyptian
authorities to do their utmost to find and put on trial
those who attacked these women, as the law
demands.

Yehia Qallach, Secretary General of the journalists'
union has described this "unprecedented behaviour
as unacceptable and inexcusable." He said, "It has
been a shock for everyone. No-one with a minimum
of a conscience could accept such behaviour. What
is worrying is that this is becoming a growing
tendency towards women, particularly journalists and
lawyers. It is a black period for free expression in
Egypt. While we continue to have a long wait for the
decriminalization of press offences, the situation is
only worsening."
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This is a personal account of my yesterday.

There was alot about it that was ugly,and i don't feel too great at the moment. bas there was something inherently
positive and powerful about the whole experience, at least for me, that i would have liked to share.

the thoughts dont' necessarily flow in any harmony, bas they are refusing to be 'harmonized' in any particular way
at the moment.

Just offering my experience, should you wish to share it..

A Good morro to one and all..

It's very interesting how you only ever feel/discover ur bruises the very next day.

And how in exploring the bruises, and the different levels of hurt and pain associated with them that you start to
recall and realize the sort of experiences you've had that lead to them.

And only then that you re-experience the whole experience...

and all the feelings you stashed away come out; demanding to be dealt with, and all those you overlooked,
tugging at your sleeve..

"Putting your foot down", has alot of images and associations with it.

| autmatically imagine; feet placed firmly on the ground, back straight, and the occasional raf raf of the 3alam in
teh background.

Strong in intent, true to a cause, fighting for what you believe in.

You imagine honor, dignity, truth, 'peace of mind' and often even triumph.

Attempt to put our feet down yesterday however, was much less romantic.

It involved alot of fear, humiliation, shock, dissapointment, and often even disdain.

The honor, dignity, truth, and peace were alot of the time completely lost in the din.

And at times i felt i wanted to physically hide them away inside me , when i was suddenly in a situation where
none of that existed.

There's a small acute ball of panic inisde me that keeps threatening to surface.

It comes out as i remember thinking

"they won't hurt us. they won't hurt us. they won't hurt us.."

when i saw bitterness and hatred and a sort of 'happy' rage in the eyes of an opponent i had never developed.
When i keep remembering that hte people that were most intent in hurting me, were the at one point the main
drive behind which i felt i needed to put my foot down, to demand a system that served us all well.

It threatens to come out as i remember the sight of the members of the labor party taht were dragged away infront
of us by teh baltageyya, one carried away with two men holding him the arms, two others carryign him by the legs,
pullting his legs apart occasionaly as they ran with him..

another slapped on the head,teh face, the neck, the head teh chest, as they dragged him along..

adn another, and another..

and that was before anythign every happened..

when we were looking for the international media.. making sure they were filming.. how did they somehow become
our source of justice and salvation?

when the pro-mubarak army, first showed up large in number, dinasour like in sound and movement.. threatening
to trample us..

Although later on saneyya was saying over and over

"Kanno keteer awey.. 7asesuna enenna mahzumeen, ennenna mo7awteen..."

i don't think that's why our cry's might have been quieter, our silences longer..

nor was it the fact that we were cornered they were right infront of us, the wall right behind us, and amn el dawla
right beside us..

i think it was more about the shock..

it's one thing to fight the state.. to fight el 'amn'.. it's another to fight a
group of unemployed completely maghureen civilians.. the true
victims of the system... how did we happen to be on diff sides..??
how was all their rage suddenly directed at us?!

Suddenly they were jumping on cars, and grabbing our fliers and
tearing them, calling us '3omala2 amerikan..'

It was enough to completely take ur breath away. completely.
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At a later point in the day, when on a felucca, recounting the events of the day, particularly our attempts or non
attempts to vote.. the felucca sailor asked us if we were talking about the voting that took place that day..

yes?

could we please explain what the red circle and what the green circle stood for?

he was forced to vote, he adn the rest of the crew, and chose the green as it seemed a more positive thing to do..
what was it?

Later on and after a thorough conversation, he explained how the government/state gets its say in whatever it
wants..

"Awel marra fe 7ayaty yekhayaruney..

we lamma khayaruna.. khayaruna bel3afya..."

We spoke of rights, of strife, of working for and against waht they believe in and against..

how it was OUR country.. and 'they' were a ruling minority...

"e7na nas soghayareen... wel nas el soghayareen maye2darush ye3melu 7aga..."

We spoke of how MANY nas soghayaereen we were, how imp i twas to realize we COULD do something..

He pointed at a far away bridge.. asrn el nil... 6th of october?

and described a group of 'small people' who had decided to stand up for something they believed in. They
marched away from their university, and unto the the bridge, and were shot and pushed off the bridge..
one by one they fell off the bridge into the water..

one by one..

his hands still pointint out to the bridge, his eyes tracing their journey from the very top to the veyr bottom..

There was a breif excitement wa2t el hetafat when they were loud and strong indicating each and every thing we
had had 'enough’ of..

hosni mubarak, tazwir aswat, as3ar mortafe3a, fasad, fat-hi surur, el baltageyya...

it went on and on, where people pitched in with everything and anything they had had enough of, and everyone
would shout in unison

"Kefaaaaya.."

Then teh panic comes once again at the image of the Watany dogs slowly trickling between the walls of the
security and unto the stairs of negabet el sa7afeyeen, slowly slowly moving up a step at a time, growing in number
and magntitude...

as we simultaneously realized that the neqaba would let us in..

again no place to go, and such hatred and intent to hurt rising up against you..

Eventually they told us we needed to jump off the side, the amn would help us down..

the amn would take care of us..

bring us down they did.

The feelings, sights, experiences and events that followed were ones that were truly horrific.

more now than they were then.

and every one of us with as little or much damage as we experienced then, emerged MUCH luckier, than many
other that day..

we had not experienced imprisonment, or the 'extent' of humiliation that other girls and other guys experienced.
nevertheless, there was humiliation, disappointment, and betrayal.

http://www.misrdigital.tk/ i 3 http:/www.misrdigitaltk /4
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Later on at night nora and i met with Seif el Islam of Hisham Mubarak law office..

suddenly someone 'good'. literally a 'good guy' hehe

someone who was fighting for the right of others, pushing for people's safety and well being, trying to make sure
they got their due.. he was very refreshing.

he was also very experienced, very knowledgable, very aware of all the events that surrounded us, and all that
was behind each and every event.

he helped close all the loops, fill the gaps and wholes and straighten some of the question marks that lingered in
our heads. and he did it with a kindness and gentless that was unlike anything else we experienced all day. so
warm keda...

being htere was almost like being in a hug. suddenly safe. suddenly 'trust'.

Nora tells me later on of Seif's story, his attempt to bring about to change, to push for htings as they should be.. to
put his own foot down..

and the 5 years of torture he experienced upon his arrest.. stories i had not even imagined possible..

So alot of goodness, CAN come out of alot of pain nad humiliation and betrayal..

he studied law while in jail, and can now help all those who fight for what they believe in, and attempts to save
them from all he himself had experienced in the process...

his pain is constructive.. and he emerged out of it a garden.

so warm. like a hug.

After that, we attended a meeting for all those that were arrested and let out that day..

they were all so positive and so light keda. like it was 'all in a day's protest.. and i don't think it was about them
being used to it.. it was about it being necessary... no struggle is easy.. no change comes with out 'naz3' and
'neza3'.

a representative of the labor party was there.. and he spoke of unity and solidarity, of the need for creativity and
persistence and togetherness.. of ugly days to come..

bas of the ugliness being our way through a dark and dreary tunnel, and our only way unto the light..

i do feel bad. i do.

i feel like there's a lot of ugly inside.

bas i have no regrets.

and that in itself produces a lot of guilt for all that i had not really experienced. that i had not seen many levels and
extents that others had..

Mr. Seif was telling us that a woman (passerby) who had been stripped by the watani dogs (she was a student
going up to tote syndicate to attend the course) was hysterical, and crying

"dee mesh masr! mesh masr dee!"

as she recounted her experience to him.. how el amn let her into the syndicate and 'released' 5/6 guys after her..
they pounced on her harassed her and stripped her on the stairs up tot eh syndicate before someone could grab
her up and out..

and i could relate..

i could relate when telling myself..

"e7na fe masr... they won't hurt us when they come really close.. after all, we've never done anything to them..."
the fact that i was a 'girl' was also somehow encouraging me to be patient and strong. they wouldn't really hurt us.
they wouldn't.

ironically enough the very same thing i told myself in 1998 in the very first protest i attended, and right before amn
el dawla were given the signal to ram us to the ground.

:) how did it happen again??
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strangely enough this time, i emerged with a stronger sense of ownership..

it's mine. we mesh 7asebhalko.
an amazing sense of solidarity.
it was so beautiful to be there with friends.

there is definitely a sense of togetherness in being in a protest and finding so much in common.. int erms of
feeligns and emotions and stances with all those that surround you, regardless of ur differences.

but there's an ultimate "SOLIDarity" in being there with friends..

knowing someone will watch over you and watching over people...

having people to reflect with, on all that is beautiful on all that is ugly..
finding people like Mr Seif to resort to when the 'trust' is suddenly lost, and where there was once warmth adn
peace and 'intent' there's suddenly a clot of cold air passing in and out..in and out.

my bruises still hurt, my feet don't feel as planted as they should be.. but my intent is strong i guess..
more than that, i feel like part of soemthing so much bigger and stronger and better.. i feel like i'm realy truly
honestly fighting for something htat is worthwhile, and it is not i or the cause i wish to fight for that inspires or

drives me,... but all the people that were with me..

and the dignity adn truness and stregnth adn courage, that they have shown in the face of the ugliness..

it is that that gives me strength..

There was Nora, and Dina, and Zeinab, and Yasso, and Mongy, Samer, Rabab and also Marwa and salma...
I may not have my feet firmly on the ground khales, bas i felt all teh stregnth and truness and determination and

honor and dignity through them..

and honestly, at this phase of thought and experience, they are the positive aspects of yesterday's experience..
the humor and the humility and ketir the courage through all the mental and physical turbulence..

there's such a strength in togetherness and trueness of intent..

betatgha 3ala ay 7aga.. and it really makes el nas el soghayarra.. kebira awey..

First these guys who beat us up on Wednesday were
not the poor they collect for a day and give 10 or 20
pounds for a demonstration, these were much better
organized than that, they were | think regular thugs
who work with elhizb elwattani on a regular basis,
these are not poor people, they are young men
(originally poor most probably) who have decided to
overcome their poverty by stepping on everything and
everyone, by following a career in politics the

wattani way. their role model is probably a super thug
like Kamal el Shazly.

The other thing | want to say is that Wednesday was a
triumph for us precisely because these idiots beat us
up. Just imagine if they had left us to demonstrate in
peace, they could have claimed 3eed eldimocratia, and

the story would have been that Egyptians had voted for
Mubark's reforms with a few demonstrators objecting
and crying fowl. Now the story is police and ruling

party thugs beat up opposition demonstrators while
claiming to promote democracy, and | do not just mean
that this is the story abroad, this is the story here

in Egypt and people are outraged. This is what
counts, this is what is going to count in the long

run, so long as we bury our feelings of fear and
humiliation deep inside us and go on.

Dr. Laila

Of course | was not in any of the demonstrations,
however | had a different experience with this
referendum

Well | work in TV, program presenter..

| received a call from my boss the day before the
referendum telling me that | have to attend the
peace walk that will take place (tomorrow)
Wednesday at 12, it will be lead by his highness
the minister, | mentioned the fact that | have an on
air program that will finish 12 at the media city, SO
she told me, NO | will cancel the last hour, so the
program will finish 11 instead of 12..

She also asked me to go the office today and sign
a paper confirming that they have notified me, so
incase | don't go then | am the one in trouble and
not the office..

This was one of the best stories inside the building,
other stories were; especially for the administrative
staff they were warned that not going to the
demonstrations, there will be no incentive
payments for them for the month..

At the end, | was sooooo scared all day, scared of
the vengeance in Kefaya demonstrations as well
as the oppression in the "democratic" party walk..

PS: The big banners they made plus the flags
they distributed cost LE 400 000 total, they also
hired a foreign company to do it !

Aida
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| just can’t stop reading all the emails about sad Wednesday... | read and re-read and re-read stories of what
happened on that day, accounts of eyewitnesses... It is often the same, and | know most of it, | really do not know
why | keep reading !

Anyway, | try to remember what | felt at the moment. First, going there, | was excited but also a bit worried... what
if what they say is true? What if the repression is going to be harsh? | have participated in such demonstrations
only once before; and it was quite peaceful, nothing big...and nothing really happened. But | kind of felt that this
day would be different. Having a security phobia, | remember | kept asking my friends: “tell me, is there anything |
should know, like how to react when I'm arrested?”. We walked by security forces, aligned, and ready, and | kept
looking away not to see them, and not to look suspicious, but feeling sooooo self conscious and soooo suspicious
© You can imagine, a bunch of people going back and forth in front of the demonstration area (there was no one
there yet), speaking in English not to be understood, using their mobiles, and looking surprised that something
they were expecting was not there “excuse me sir, isn’t there supposed to be a Kefaya demonstration here?”

And we go to Dari7 Saad, it's a pleasure and a comfort to see more friends and familiar faces... “it may also be
fun!”... Some people that we identified as Kefaya were talking on the other sidewalk, somebody said they were
negotiating with the security... and | remember thinking “that’s interesting; one can actually NEGOTIATE with
security forces, hmm...” But we hadn’t been there for 3 minutes that we saw what was for me a terrifying thing:
security forces in civilian clothes running (literally running), surrounding this bunch of people (15 to 20 max),
containing them, pushing them aside next to the wall, and.... | don’t know... | don’t think I've seen anymore at this
point... somebody said “let's move, let's move; don’t look back...” and so it was, we started our walk —casual walk-
around the block.

Next, we emerge from the other side... No cars in the street; only people running, running; and carrying other
people... journalists and photographers running and taking pictures... and low rank security forces (dunno why |
assume they are low rank) trying to prevent them taking pictures, from time to time. | remember being surprised
they weren’t more harsh with the photographers. And | remember very well 2 scenes: 4 men carrying one man
who let himself completely loose, like a dead person you know... | remember that because somebody told me that
trick before; when you are loose; you are much heavier, it's a good trick if you don’t want people to carry you or
move you (you can try, | tried and both my giant brothers together were unable to carry me ©) The second theme
is that of a man being taken away, and although he was completely controlled by his “kidnappers” somebody just
slapped him on the face, and | remember | was thinking “why?”!

Back to me and my group, | didn’t know what we would do next. | thought “no way they’ll take us; we are
irrelevant” —which revealed true el hamd lillah! Shall we leave? shall we move forward? We kept moving forward...
trying as much as possible to stay in group. Then, nothing special, the big guys from kefaya talking, people and
media listening, and | don’t really remember where the policemen were at this stage.

(]

And then, can’t remember how, | found myself in the middle of the demonstration, with 20 to 30 people, shouting
anti-mubarak slogans. Meanwhile, the hundreds of pro-mubarak demonstrators has arrived and surrounded us,
and the police had suddenly disappeared from my sight, except for 6 amn markazy guys on my right, totally
blocking the way out from this side. It was hot, too many people, and too squeezed we were, but it was OK.
Somebody said, watch out the wall behind you in case they attack... Yes we were ok, but had they attacked we
would have been squashed!

From time to time it would get violent at the front lines; and each time | was thinking now it's going to explode, but
no, it was like a controlled game — you know; like street fights, when somebody threatens to beat somebody and
then the whole street tries to retain him... it was this same silly game.
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| remember thinking at some point: “the kefaya people or sooo little in number... how come??” Ya3ny, our group
of friends constituted may be 1/3 of the demonstration!

And then | also remember that lady standing behind me, looking at the amn markazy soldiers and saying “ento
zeballa®! | remember thinking, my God, she shouldn’t be saying that... and some of us started saying nice things
to these poor chaps.

At this point, with this lady and with the slogans that were being said, | had enough! Slogans like “ya gamal 2oul
labouk kol el sha3b beyekrahouk” are by all means against my nature and my beliefs. Not that | love our dear
president; but HATE is not the right word either... (and see the irony of it, 20 people telling 300 people carrying
mubarak photos that KOL EL SHA3B beykrahouk® ) Wallahi damena khafif... | came to participate in a peaceful
demonstration, actually a silent sit-in; and what was happening was against everything | stand for... may be we
weren’t physically violent; but | do think we were verbally and psychologically violent, and that | did not like. At
some point | thought “I had enough, I'm leaving” but | didn’t, | guess because they told me “you can’t leave now”.

And then we all left. It was becoming more violent and so we left, and | was thinking to myself “these kefaya
people are wise enough to stop a demo when they know it will turn violent”. And off to the journalist syndicate — to
the real sit-in in my mind...

Again, feeling like looking suspicious when walking up the Abdel Khalek Sarwat street towards the syndicate...
walking the street, going in, expecting someone will stop me somewhere. But no, I'm in, in safe haven for a few
minutes... | told someone “we are safe here, right?”

While sitting there, somebody from kefaya approaches us and some of us give him our contacts to be added on
the list. | feel reluctant to do so, because I’'m not sure | want to be part of the movement yet... | don’t feel like
fighting without an alternative. May be what | like in kefaya is speaking up, acting and reacting, but it is still too
hazy for me... besides, | hate politics© - and | fear security.

And then the 2™ demo, it felt strange to be standing there on the stairs, facing the street and the security forces. |
remember seeing one man in uniform talking seriously to another guy with black glasses, and | wondered: is he
looking at me? Why is he looking at me?

Anyway, again the slogans | wasn’t comfortable with... and others | really liked. El Tawrith kefaya, wel ta3zib
kefaya, wel betala kefaya, those | liked and shouted out loud. But the yaskot yaskot hosny mubarak and amn el
dawla kelab el dawla | could’t really relate to. In the two demonstrations | carefully picked the posters | would be
holding or helping to hold. In both demonstrations they were about the referendum, why | had come there in the
first place.

And this | think is a strategic mistake of kefaya, I'll talk about that later.

Suddenly, the pro-mubarak protestors arrive. In my mind they were still pro-mubarak protestors. At that point, |
hadn’t realized yet — or hadn’t experienced yet- that they were nothing but baltaguia... | was soooo surprised,
amazed, puzzled, shocked when | saw the security forces letting them in towards the kefaya group. | couldn’t
believe it. We were at the back at that point and tried to go in the syndicate, but of course, they wouldn’t let us in.
Security people can really not be trusted, no?

Chaos... we are all squeezed, we are holding each other’s hands not to be lost in the crowd, not be taken away...
the baltaguia are moving forward, the kefaya backwards... and the wall is behind us... We are holding hands not
to loose each other.... We are holding hands, it helps us feel secure... For a moment it seemed like there was no
way out... Until someone said, get all the girls, we can leave from this side... we had to slide down a short slope to
a narrow passage... hope... well, see, | knew very well we would get away and nothing really bad could happen to
us, after all it’s just a peaceful demonstration... and I'm so irrelevant! Somebody says behind me (I dunno who)
you can go with this guy, he is good, | know him... So | slide down the slope to find myself in the arms of one top
rank security guy. He helped me down, | thought he had been “dirty” but quickly dismissed the thought “come on
ya Yasmine, he is helping you!”.

The narrow passage doesn’t lead to freedom and safety as expected, only to another “corner”, a 4x 4 meter
square area, surrounded by walls from 3 sides, and by the police cordon on the fourth. Oh, we are not out yet, but
no need not worry, we made it out safe 2 times, we’ll make it this time too! The police took someone away, | don’t
know him; someone with us is crying... | quickly forget that scene as the tension eases and some people joke...
we start “negotiating” with security. | ask the guy (my dirty savior) where are the rest of the demonstrators, are
they being beaten and eaten up the stairs? No he says, they went into the neqaba... sigh of relief. “You can go
out, two by two, girls first”... some girls leave until it sinks in “what?? No way, we are leaving together with
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men or no one is leaving”. | trust people usually, but even | didn’t believe they would let the men leave. And so it
was, we all stayed, because the baltaguia suddenly remembered (or were told) we were there... and hundreds of
roaring people come our way, and try to get to us. “Do not worry, we’ll protect you” says the dirty savior “see, you

insult the security and now we save you...” “ we didn’t insult you” | tried to say gently, | never wanted to insult him,
my blue eyed savior... And here they are, god save the police, keeping the protestors — or mad dogs, | don’t
remember what they represented in my mind at that point- away. | feel safe, I'm not really afraid, | know it is going
to be ok. They retreat a little bit. See? The blue eyed top rank says “ you can leave now; two by two” “NO” says
the dark guy “| GIVE ORDERS HERE. You are not to leave yet, wait till they calm down”. Fine | think to myself,
wise man. And then he says something to the people around; | can’t hear; the cordon suddenly dissolves and
moves to the side... and | hear the word “Eftah” “Open”... From behind my friend, | try to look and | ask “ did he
say Open?” “Don’t worry my friend says” “Are they really coming towards us!”... suddenly, we were in our corner ,
and there was no one protecting us... the security, the blue eyed dirty man; the dark top rank, the “we will protect
you”... all is gone. No not gone, they are still there, on the side, making sure none of us could escape from the
sides, making sure the trap was secure... | don’t know if | am making this us or if | heard that or what, but |
remember someone saying to the guards, let us go let us go, don’t u see they will attack us... noooo response...
So | look at the mad dogs. | keep repeating prayers, prayers, prayers... | must remember God’s presence. I'm
hiding behind my tall big male friend. I’'m afraid yes, but still | know they won't really hit, after all, we are so few and
they made their point, they are stronger. | look at the people, at the baltaguia, at the teenagers, at the monsters,
at the dogs... | see violence, | see chaos, | see lack of control, | see anger; | see craziness, and | see fun. Yes |
think they were having a lot of fun. | feel so little, and so helpless, | feel it is all up to them. But of course they won’t
hit, after all, we are so few, so irrelevant...

And then it happened, they attacked... | wasn't hit, just touched, pinched, grabed, squeezed... | remember the
protecting arms of a friend behind me trying to save me from them, but | feel they were hundreds, their hands
everywhere on me... suddenly a moment of panic; somebody is pulling me from my throat with something ( | later
realized it was probably my bag) but | easily get rid of him... at this point, no thoughts, no thoughts at all, just
spontaneous reaction, moving in all sides trying to get rid of hands, hands, hands... | dunno how but | was on my
way out, probably the security thought my friend and | had had enough... but the way out was the most horrible,
feeling the hands of the blue eyed dirty hateful bastard on me, his and all of his fellow dogs... just pinching, it
doesn’t hurt. At some point | turn around and look him in the eyes and feel so helpless and say something like
‘ema waretak” or something like that... ridiculously irrelevant. | was out, with my friend. | was sobbing. | don’t know
when | started sobbing. | was sobbing and | kept saying “hands, hands, hands all over, it was terrible...”

Seeing the familiar faces of friends waiting for us was such a relief, such a pleasure...

And then somebody runs after me “anessa, your bag”... | had lost it in the battle. Battle? And who brought it to
me? Somebody who was cornered with us. But that guy came trotting, in very good shape, not like someone who
has just been attacked by a herd of mad dogs.

| need to leave downtown. | feel like everybody there knows us, knows who we are, what we were doing, and what
we think. And what just happened. Let’s get out of here.

And here | am, two days after the event, still reading every article, every text, and every picture | see.

How are you, people ask me all the time. Well | am fine. | certainly am fine el hamd lillah. | was not physically hurt.
The psychological damage is as far as I'm conscious really minimal. But there is a scar, a big scar. A scar that |

realized when | was in the street yesterday (one day after the events) and that I was thinking
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“oh you, all the people walking in the street, | know you now, you pretend to be docile but you are monsters,
monsters...” | think I've seen one aspect of human nature — no, | refuse to call it human nature- one aspect of
human beings that | wasn’t aware existed. | did some peace studies and | read a lot about peace, war, violence, |
knew and perfectly imagined what it is to be totally overwhelmed by violence, to be out of control, to be controlled
by hatred... | find excuses to terrorists and to soldiers... But it was the first time for me to see that LIVE, to
experience that... All the madness; the nonsense.

Let alone the betrayal, the ultimate human decay... “don’t worry we will protect you; EFTAH”.

I’'m a pacifist, | hate hatred, | despise violence. | thought a smile could bring peace. And | found myself unable to
dialogue with these monsters. Even me the pacifist, | call them monsters. | guess | was unable to dialogue
because of the shock; the lack of experience, the panic, but also because | could see in their eyes it was useless.

And | realize | have to learn empathy, these are the real victims of the system. The security forces, the blue eyed
monster, the dark top rank, the dogs, dogs and dogs are all victims. And | have to learn to see them like that.

And Kefaya has to learn to see them like that. Because this wonderful firsthand experience also taught me some
great lessons! | am a pacifist thrilled by non-violent resistance techniques, and | think Kefaya should make use of
them.

The dynamics of the demonstrations:

- why must it be “us” against “them”. It's not even true! It’s all of US against corruption, all of us against
torture, all of us against tawrith... against corruption of the human nature... Let the slogan express that, let
the expressions show that...

- Avoid arousing feelings of hatred from both sides, these leads to violence.

- Avoid provoking the other side. If they are very excited, we need to calm down. (I guess kefaya tries to do
that somehow... bas still they could do it better)

- One person guides the crowd.

Techniques:

- ldon't think it is right that when the anti-protestors were moving forward; the protestors were moving
backward. | think it makes the other side bolder. | don’t know, | am no expert, but | guess that a nonviolent
sit-in, where people sit and refuse to move even if they are being walked over or beaten is more powerful.
(remember that scene from Gandhi film?). People can all hold arms together, protect their heads but
refuse to move. This requires a much much greater discipline, and a firm belief in nonviolence.

Creativity:

Demonstrations demonstrations and demonstrations... this is what we have been doing since 1882! For God’s
sake, can’t we be more creative? We want to express our dissatisfaction with the regime, let's organize an anti-
regime festival: street plays, songs, jokes...

Ok, if you really insist, let's do the demonstration: but let's be more creative: why slogans? Why angry slogans?
Again why not songs? Why not flowers? Candles? Let’s throw flowers over the security forces and laugh at their
reaction.

They are paying baltaguias: a dish party would do! If every kefaya protestor shows up with 10 kochari boxes to
distribute to the baltaguia, may be they would leave, or at least they wouldn’t beat that hard ©

Focus focus focus!!

What was the protest about? The referendum! | almost forgot that!

The referendum is a just cause! FOCUS and send your message clearly and loudly! The referendum is a big joke!
Why ba2a negib elly fat welly gayy welli welli... One message at the time, clear and loud.

Obviously all that needs a very high level of discipline and commitment to nonviolence principles by all
protestors... And our culture is FAR AWAY from that... We are still in the ‘not with me = against me paradigm”.
We need to work on the culture of demonstrations ©

So you can see, dear friends, that even a harsh experience like that of sad Wednesday did not take from me my
peaceful, hopeful, and optimist belief in humanity. | told you | was ok!
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Voting Day: Photo Essay http://orientalismegypt.blogspot.com

Today was the vote on the constitutional amendment; | went out and did a photo essay. My day was
divided into three parts: 1) Going to my local polling station and trying to vote(which didnt work out too
well) 2) Going to Cairo University as it was announced that there was going to be a Kefaya demonstration.
3) Going to the real demonstration in front of the Press Syndicate, which turned into mayhem and
violence. Below are the pics.

With state T.V crew set up to show how
democratic we are...

‘ g ) ."':=; - b Pt o - E -
My voting station, Al-Dokki Police station People standing infront of the electoral
officials, state camera'’s in the background
filming

Me: Good morning sir, | am here to vote

Man: do you have a voting card?

Me: no | dont, but it said in the news and the
papers that we can vote with our I.D card.

Man: no you can't vote without registering and
having a voting card.

Me: But | am here as an Egyptian citizen trying to
exercise my democratic right!

Man (sarcastically): well, you cant exercise your
"democratic right" with out a registering and
having a voting card.

Me: can | register now please?

Man :( even more sarcastically): sure, next voter

!

M &\

Eonversation between me and this man, registration is in November, Ill see you then.

the head electoral guy, and self

appointed guardian of democracy: Man turns away from me. So much for democracy
huh?
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Voting Day: Photo Essay http://orientalismegypt.blogspot.com

Cairo Univrsity, bastion of education and

The opposition and Kefaya had put out a
statement saying that the demo will be freedom
held at Cairo university as a diversion

because it was to be held elsewhere, the

government didnt take a chance, 18 riot

police trucks waiting outside Cairo

university.

=3 ! o

L= E LR L & ) e R 2 L

Arriving at the real demonstration in front Abdel Halim Kandil the I\T;sserite, part of

of the Press syndicate, Kefaya leadership Kefaya and editor of Al-Araby newspaper
Cadre are giving press interview. George speaking, 3 months ago he was beaten up by
Ishak and Mohamed Abdel Kudos are "mysterious " goons and left naked in the
visible, also many of the Islamists, Socialist desert. You have to admire his courage.

and all opposition were represented.

press confrence
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Voting Day: Photo Essay http://orientalismegypt.blogspot.com

A

Sonnallah Ibrahim!!! Maximum respect. Kefaya demonstrtion

He said: " This whole referendum is the continuation of the
dictatorship and the future succession, we see all the NDP
goons all around us waiting to start the violence against
this peaceful demonstration”

"The end of the road of freedom doesn’t end with Mubarak,
true freedom is the peaceful end of Mubarak's rule."”

"The regime has sold out to the U.S and Israel, look at the
Q.l.Z, look at the Egyptians dead in Sinai, look at what is
happening to our brothers in Palestine, look look look
around you!!!(shouting in my ear)"

Pretty outspoken for someone who was beaten up and
thrown naked in the desert.

A Lt

Trouble begins to bre

Kefaya member wrestles a
poster of Mubarak and puts the
sticker on it, Mubarak
supporters are enraged
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Voting Day: Photo Essay

http://orientalismegypt.blogspot.com

I N =
NDP demo, headed by a civilian goon(like an
officer), he and other goons kept them in
check until the word was given to start
fighting.

i ~ byl -
) Fighting breaks out between the two
supporters, NDP people are very vicious,
head goons unleash hidden batons on the
peaceful demonstrators.

confrontation

-

there is a woman kifaya activist on the
ground being beaten up

people are trying to pick her and other
activists from the ground before they are
beaten to death.
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http://orientalismegypt.blogspot.com

9
s ; A

Combat. | had to move from my place as |
was almost identified, when they came
close to me, | started to Shout " Mubarak
Mubarak!!!" then they moved away from
me, they were about to take over the
platform, beating up anyone in thier way

summer of fury.

Mubarak demo crushes the nonviolent
demo and takes over the platform.The riot
police did not move an inch while the
activists and journalists were beaten up.
Arab spring of freedom? More like Arab

NDP demo takes over the platform after
beating up most of the activists, and
even 2 foreign journalists.

http://atallah.blogspg
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My Testimony Samer http://atallah.blogspot.com

What I have seen and went through on Wednesday May 25th, 2005 is not something I can get off my back and move on. It is
a turning point in my involvement in Egyptian politics. What is really ironic is that on this very same date, three years ago,
was the beautiful memory of receiving my Masters degree from Berkeley. Now, it is a memory that I see every night in my
dreams.

The front page headlines made it clear that no demonstrations from any party or group will be allowed or tolerated. Disturbing
the voting process will be dealt with firmly. I drove to Zamalek and met up with a group of friends for morning coffee. I
received a text message that the location of the demonstration has been moved to the Saad Zaghloul Memorial. In previous
demonstrations by the Egyptian Movement for Change (Kefaya), location was normally announced in opposition newspapers
and/or on its website. The five of us took the subway to Saad Zaghloul Memorial. Once we got there, we met up with another
group of four. We saw the writer Mohamed Abdel Kodous being pushed and attacked by a group of at least seven security
personnel dressed in civil. Despite Kefaya’s effort to mislead the regime by changing the location in the last hour, the security
forces were already surrounding a group of three or four Kefaya demonstrators. We moved around the block in order to avoid
being attacked by security forces. I remember very clearly that [ was breathing heavily and walking fast while looking around.
We reached the location of the demonstration from the other end of the street. We saw security forces dragging several key
demonstrators. I can not describe how humiliating the scene was. At least seven security personnel were beating each
demonstrator while dragging him in the street. I heard one of the arrested demonstrators shouting: “yaskot Hosni Mubarak”
(Down Hosni Mubarak). He was beaten, dragged like an animal to the slaughter house; still nothing could shut his voice
down. This is when I realized that it is going to be a violent day. Police forces were also attacking journalists to prevent them
from reporting and witnessing the arrest scenes. One of the foreign reporters was shouting in sound Arabic: “You can not do
this! We have a permit!” We managed to reach the few demonstrators surrounded by hundreds of riot soldiers. One of Kefaya
key figures addressed the press about the arrests. There was some friction between some of us and the soldiers. The writer and
novelist Sona’ Allah Ibrahim shouted in words that I remember very clearly: “I’ m Egyptian. I have the right to stand where I
would like to. You can not prevent me! You can not prevent me!”

- ERTLE

The turning point was when all of a sudden public buses and private microbuses loaded with National Democratic
Party (NDP) “supporters”: A bunch of unemployed teens and youngsters supported by a handful number of goons
carrying signs supporting Mubarak. The ongoing rate to show up in a demonstration is 20 Egyptian Pounds (about
3.5 US$). I remembered the headlines that I read in the morning about no demonstrations will be tolerated! It
seems that NDP demonstrations are not only an exception but also they are allowed to use public buses that carry
huge signs and to use the whole width of the street. On the other hand, the helpless Kefaya demonstrators were
surrounded by hundreds of soldiers and confined to the sidewalk! See how the regime is unbiased! Normally,
police forces would stand as a buffer between Kefaya protestors and NDP supporters to prevent violence. However,
this did not happen. There were continuous attempts from the NDP gangs to get us into a fight. A middle aged and
veiled woman was leading the cheering from Kefaya side got grabbed by one of the NDP goons. Like any strong
Egyptian woman, she hits the guy back right on the face. I looked to her and silently said “I am proud of you!” We
sang the national anthem using the Kefaya words. There was a private car parked along the sidewalk acting as a
barrier that protected us from the NDP gang. Yet, they were so aggressive in their provocative attempts that some
of them stood on the roof and threw stuff on us. The decision has been made to change location to the Journalists
Syndicate. We used cabs and once we got there we met with the leaders of the movement. We did a quick check to
see how is here and who is not. We realized we are missing one important person and one of my best friends. We
called her and she told us that she and few others were trapped in a pharmacy surrounded by the NDP goons. We
asked one of the leaders of Kefaya to send some help. He ran some phone calls and assured us that there was
already someone there for help. Few moments later we went out of the building. George Ishaak, Kefaya
spokesperson, announced the harsh facts of arrests and women sexual harassments to the international press. We
were still surrounded by hundreds of riot soldiers and tens of high ranking officers. The same scene that happened
at Saad Zaghloul Memorial was repeated again.
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My Testimony Samer http://atallah.blogspot.com

Gangs of teenagers and goons showed up on the scene walking in the middle of the street with no intervention by
the police. They come closer to the syndicate building. They started climbing the outside stairs of the building with
no single state police person moving the tiniest finger. Clashes took place. The NDP goons would drag one of
Kefaya supporters, beat him up, and threw him back. The scene was getting tense by the minute. The syndicate
security would not let anyone in anymore. Something I totally understand. They did not know who is who. We
found ourselves trapped between the syndicate building, the police riots soldiers, and the goons of the NDP. There
was no way out except going through either the soldiers or the goons. The attacks continued on us and we kept on
retreating. The guys surrounded the girls to prevent any further sexual attacks. We did a quasi circle waiting for an
exit somewhere. A couple of veiled girls came out of the NDP crowd shouting and crying: “Leave me alone! Do not
touch me!” We managed to get them within our circle. Someone shouted that they will let us in again in the
building. We ran holding each others hands as if we found a rescue boat in the middle of a raging sea.
Unfortunately, it was a false alarm. We returned to our circle formation. Someone else came and said the police
will protect us and let us out. We followed the lead. We are helped by a police officer to go down a ramp. I breathe
out with content. The police are going to protect us! After going down the ramp, we were kept in a 4m by 5m
garage entrance. Once we got there and left the scene for the NDP gang, they started to shout: “Allah Akbar! Allah
Akbar!” as if we were a foreign occupying army and they managed to kick us out of the country! I discovered that
we are still surrounded: walls from behind us and police riots soldiers in front of us. Some of people from behind
me started to shout angry words at police officers. They thought that the police had gathered us to arrest us. I
began to prepare myself for being arrested. Friction started to arise again. A police officer shouted at us to calm
down and he promised that we were here so that he would get us out. He said that he was doing that bearing the
full responsibility. I looked to him in the eyes and asked: “Will you get us out?” and he said “Yes, I will. I am just
waiting for things to calm down.” I trusted him and asked others to be patient and calm. The officer then declared
that he will start by getting the girls first. Few girls went out through the police barriers. Others shouted: “No! We
will remain with the guys!” One of my female friends held my arm closely. She had more experience with the
Egyptian police than me. She understood that they are getting the girls out so that they can either beat up the guys
or arrest them. We remained trapped and our only hope were the promises of the police officer. All of a sudden, we
saw an organized movement in the soldiers’ position. They were retreating and removing some metal barriers that
stood between us and the NDP gang.

Ilooked around for the officer with promises. I find him away from us and his promises. The NDP goons
approached us under the supervision and blessings of the state police. I hold my friend’s hand and tell her: “We are
not going to be arrested! We are going to be beaten!” One of the NDP goons gave us a patronizing look and asked
with sarcasm: “Since you are all that cowards, why do you come to demonstrations?!” A man trapped with us used
his cell phone and calls someone shouting: “We are trapped! We are trapped! They are going to beat us!” His
shouts were the pretext they used to start beating us.We retreated trying to go through the police forces. As if our
instinct was driving us to what is normally the protector of citizens in a society. Alas, we were wrong! I saw a high
ranking officer shouting to the riot soldiers: “Nobody moves! Do not let them out!”. I recall precisely my feelings of
disappointment and deceive in the state police. I did not hesitate and I pushed my friend through the soldiers who,
for some reason, felt sorry for us and created a small gap from which we managed to escape. We were only three
that found this gap. Others remained behind. I told my friend: “Run! Run!” We start running. Someone come close
to us and grabed her and the third person and started beating them while shouting: “You sons of bitches! You do
not like Hosni Mubarak!” I returned and pulled my friend out and we started running again towards the streets of
downtown Cairo. We reached a commercial area. I called the people who remained behind and there was no
answer. I kept on trying till I got the answer with a sad tone: “We got out!” We separated. Each of us took a cab.
We met again in Zamalek. All the sad faces gathered around a table. We shared few words. We tried to crack some
jokes. I tried to connect to the web using my laptop to see if news agency managed to report the events. I could not.
We ran some phone calls to make sure everyone is safe. I started my drive back to Heliopolis. On the 6th of
October bridge, I saw an officer stopping some cars. I felt the fear inside me. It was just a traffic officer organizing
the flow on the crowded bridge. I returned home. I took a 45 minutes shower. While showering, I heard my sister
shouting over a movie on TV. I panicked. Then, I realized that fear has taken over me. I breathed and breathed to
get the fear out. I tried to sleep but I could not. I went out to meet friends. While driving, I looked into people's
faces, everything was still the same. It was me who had changed.
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Open letter to President Hosni Mubarak in Egypt's electoral year
Reporters without borders - France
http://www.rsf.org/article.php3?id_article=13942

Dear Mr President,

Reporters Without Borders, an international press freedom organisation, wishes to draw your attention to
numerous violations of the rights of journalists perpetrated in your country since the announcement of the holding
of a referendum on amending the Constitution.

We consider that many obstacles have been put in the way of media coverage of events linked to the referendum.
The organisation wishes to question you on four points that point to the fact that press freedom in Egypt has been
seriously compromised :

1. We have first of all been particularly shocked by violent physical assaults on several women journalists,
committed by members of your party under the noses of secret services members.

Nawal Ali, of the opposition newspaper Al-Guil on 25 May accused members of the ruling National Democratic
Party (NDP) of assaulting her in front of the journalists' union where she was attending an English course. They
surrounded her, manhandled her before tearing her clothes, sexually molesting her and throwing her to the
ground. They also stole her mobile phone, jewellery and money in her bag. Ali and the journalists' union both
made an official complaint after this attack.

The same day, during demonstrations in the capital, several journalists, including a British employee of the daily
Los Angeles Times, were attacked. She was molested and harassed by a crowd of your supporters who threw her
to the ground, kicked her in the stomach and back before running way.

According to concordant sources, two women working for French news agency Agence France-Presse (AFP) and
US news agency Associated Press (AP) were victims of the same type of attacks. An eyewitness said that plain
clothes police officers, who apparently surrounded demonstrators from the opposition movement Kefaya to cut
them off and beat them, went directly for the AP journalist, pulling her hair and sexually molesting her.

We strongly condemn these squalid assaults, unworthy of a democracy and contrary to the Arab Charter on
Human Rights. We urge the Egyptian authorities to do their utmost to find and put on trial those who attacked
these women, as the law demands.

Yehia Qallach, Secretary General of the journalists' union has described this "unprecedented behaviour as
unacceptable and inexcusable." He said, "It has been a shock for everyone. No-one with a minimum of a
conscience could accept such behaviour. What is worrying is that this is becoming a growing tendency towards
women, particularly journalists and lawyers. It is a black period for free expression in Egypt. While we continue to
have a long wait for the decriminalisation of press offences, the situation is only worsening."

2. Next we would like to draw your attention to bans imposed on many journalists preventing them from
covering political events and the arrests that followed.

According to Hussein Abd al Ghany, bureau chief of the Arab satellite channel al-Jazeera in Cairo, nine members
of his staff were arrested on 13 May. First to be arrested were two journalists and a cameraman who were
preparing to film an extraordinary meeting of the magistrates' senior council which they had permission to
broadcast live.

At the same time, two cameramen, a sound engineer and a technician were arrested outside a building while
covering demonstrations both by members of the NPD supporters of the Kefaya movement.

Hussein Abd al Ghany went to the spot to assist them, with journalist Samir Omar and a cameraman. Police firmly
pushed him back before arresting the other two and taking them to the security services building in Cairo.
According to the al-Jazeera bureau chief "it is a big step backwards for the freedom of journalists to do their job in

Egypt".
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On 23 May a team of four people from German public television ARD, were filming a demonstration organised by
the Kefaya movement, in the southern suburbs of Cairo. Police officers stopped them, pointing their guns at them.
They held them there for four hours, accusing them of having distributed and stuck up anti-government posters.
The driver was separated from the others and beaten. The cameraman, Obeida Habashi, said that it was "a very
humiliating experience" and that they had been "treated like a gang of criminals".

Two al-Jazeera journalists were given the same kind of treatment on 25 May, when they were in the process of
covering demonstrations in Cairo. Journalist Lina Ghadban and a cameraman were surrounded by pro-
government demonstrators who jostled them and tried to prevent the young woman from leaving. Her cameraman
was taken to a police post where he was held for three hours.

The same day, a large number of journalists, particularly photographers and cameramen, were prevented from
approaching or entering polling stations, on the pretext that they did not have interior ministry accreditation. Their
cards issued by the press centre, that issues accreditation to journalists, should have been enough to secure them
access.

We consider these methods to be attempts at intimidation, to prevent journalists from covering news connected
with the referendum, as well as the vote itself. We remind you that these journalists are not participants in the
political debate under way and their work consists of covering events to report news of public interest.

3. The third point on which we would like to question you relates to unequal access of opposition parties to state
media.

During the debates organised these last few months about the referendum, we have found that the opposition
parties have only been allowed very little air time on public media, although they represent almost all the country's
mass news outlets.

Under international democratic standards, we think that all political parties should have equal access to public
media so that the people are informed in a balanced way.

It seems incomprehensible that the Egyptian state, after having for the first time adopted a universal suffrage
system of election for the president, should not allow different candidates to express themselves fairly during the
presidential election due in September.

4. Finally we ask you to modify the press code and to release journalist Abd al-Munim Gamal al Din Abd al Munim,
imprisoned for more than ten years.

In February 2004, you promised to modify the 1996 press law and to abolish prison sentences for press offences.
Nothing concrete has been done to put this apparent act of window dressing into effect. You renewed your
promise at the end of 2004, and five months have passed without you fulfilling this promise.

Moreover, a state of emergency dating from 1981 forces journalists to seek permission virtually systematically and
prevents them from working freely. You will understand that in our eyes, as long as Egypt does not fall in line with
standards promoted by the UN, particularly in decriminalising press offences, it cannot call itself respectful of
press freedom.

On 21 February 1993, Abd al-Munim Gamal al Din Abd al Munim, of the pro-Islamist bi-weekly al-Shaab, organ of
the Workers Party (Hizb al-Amal), was arrested at his home by state security intelligence agents. He was tried and
acquitted in two successive cases but since October 1993 has been under an unlimited custody order.

With presidential elections due in September and parliamentary elections in November, we call on you to take into
consideration these numerous obstacles to press freedom that are unacceptable in a democracy, act therefore to
improve the situation in your country and to prove to the international community your willingness to make
progress in favour of free expression and human rights.

Yours sincerely,

Robert Ménard, Secretary-General
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AMNESTY INTERNATIONAL

Public Statement

Al Index: MDE 12/021/2005 (Public)
News Service No: 145
27 May 2005

Egypt: continuing arrests of critics and opponents "chill" prospects for reform
Amnesty International is seriously concerned about continuing arrests and detentions of critics and opponents of
the Egyptian government in the run-up to new presidential elections due in September, and the "chilling" effect
these may have on the elections.

Five members of both the Justice Centre and Youth for Change were arrested on 23 May while attending an
exhibition organized by the popular movement for change, Kifaya, in Cairo. Gamal ‘Abdu al-Fattah, ‘Ali Mahmoud,
Ahmed Fou’ad, Rasha ‘Azab, and ‘Abdou ‘Abdu al-‘Aziz Hamada were accused of possessing and distributing
leaflets calling for a boycott of the national referendum held on 25 May to consider proposed amendments to
Article 76 of the Egyptian Constitution and advocating “radical political, economic and social reform”. They
appeared before the prosecution court in South Cairo on 24 May, which decided to continue investigations before
officially charging them. They are believed to be held in Masr al-Qadima police station.

Those still held also include hundreds of alleged members of the Muslim Brotherhood, which is banned in Egypt.
They were picked up during mass arrests earlier in May following demonstrations in several Governorates calling
for “genuine political reform and the lifting of the state of emergency”. They are accused of belonging to a banned
organization, possessing leaflets promoting its ideology, disseminating false information and participating in
demonstrations causing damage to public property. The Supreme State Security prosecution has reportedly
renewed the detention orders for many of them for 15 days to allow for further investigations.

Scores of other alleged Muslim Brothers are held under emergency legislation following detention orders issued
by the Interior Ministry earlier this month. They can appeal against their detention after 30 days but the authorities
are empowered under the emergency law to challenge such appeals and order the prolonged administrative
detention of anyone they deem to be 'a threat to national security and public order'. These detainees are currently
being held in Damanhur Prison in al-Buhayra.

Amnesty International is continuing to express its concern to the Egyptian authorities about these arrests and
detentions of peaceful critics and opponents of the government and to press for their prompt release. It also
remains concerned about the Egyptian government's retention of emergency powers which unduly restrict the
rights to freedom of expression, association and assembly, contrary to Egypt's obligations under international law.

Background

In February 2005, President Hosni Mubarak put a proposal before parliament to amend Article 76 of the Egyptian
Constitution in order to allow for multi-candidate presidential elections. While welcoming this, some political and
human rights activists considered the proposal “insufficient” and demonstrated in favour of greater political reform
and the lifting of the state of emergency. Some, including a number of opposition parties as well as the Muslim
Brotherhood, also called for a boycott of the referendum. Thousands of the demonstrators, who were mostly
supporters of the banned Muslim Brotherhood, were arrested, continuing a pattern which has seen previous mass
arrests of Muslim Brothers at the time of presidential and parliamentary elections. In May 2004, for example, 60
alleged Muslim Brothers were arrested in the run-up to elections for the Shura Council, Egypt’'s Upper House, and
held without charge until the following November.

Egypt's emergency legislation severely restricts freedom of expression, association and assembly. The
Emergency Law (Law No. 162 of 1958 as amended) empowers President Mubarak to impose censorship and to
order the closure and confiscation of newspapers on grounds of "public safety" and "national security", and
anyone considered "a threat to national security and public order" can be detained indefinitely without charge or
trial. The state of emergency has been in force continuously since 1967 except for the period from May 1980 to
October 1981, when it was lifted following the Camp David accord between Israel and Egypt. It was re-imposed in
the aftermath of President Anwar al-Sadat's assassination and since then has been regularly renewed, most
recently in 2003 for a further three years.
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Hosni Mubarak -Head of the National "Democratic"
Party- is responsible for Sexual Abuse!

| would like to let you know that on the 25th of May 2005
| was sexually molested and beaten up twice -in Nubar
street and then in the Press Syndicates garage- by the
NDP men carrying Hosni Mubaraks pictures, wearing
NDP badges and chanting "Mubarak will Fuck you"
while they abused me. | was trapped and prevented
from escaping by Habib EI-Adly security officers who
said that they have order to allow this to happen.

| hold Hosni Mubarak and Habib EI-Adly responsible for
everything that happened this day.

Rabab El-Mahdi
Egyptian Ctizen
Assistant Professor of Political Science.
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Human Rights Watch Report

Egypt: Calls for Reform Met With Brutality

Witnesses Describe Attacks; Independent Investigation Urgently Needed

(Washington, May 26, 2005) — In Egypt, police and supporters of the ruling party attacked scores of pro-
reform demonstrators and journalists yesterday, Human Rights Watch said today. Egyptian President Hosni
Mubarak must appoint an independent judicial panel to conduct a thorough investigation into these attacks.

Yesterday in Cairo, plainclothes security agents beat demonstrators, and riot police allowed—and sometimes
encouraged—mobs of Mubarak supporters to beat and sexually assault protestors and journalists.

“The police and ruling-party assaults on pro-reform advocates yesterday shows just how hollow the Mubarak
government’s rhetoric of reform really is,” said Joe Stork, deputy Middle East director of Human Rights
Watch. “At a minimum, the president should appoint people with unquestioned integrity to investigate this
state-sanctioned brutality.

In particular, the panel should examine the role that Interior Minister Habib al-"Adli played in this episode,
Human Rights Watch said.

The attacks took place in at least two locations in Cairo—near the Sa“d Zaghlul shrine and the Press
Syndicate headquarters—as Egyptians voted on a proposed constitutional amendment that would allow
challengers to run in the presidential election scheduled for September. The umbrella opposition group
Kifaya (“Enough” in Arabic) and other groups critical of the government called for voters to boycott the
referendum because the amendment in effect would allow the ruling National Democratic Party (NDP) to
decide who can be a presidential candidate.

A witness to the Sa*d Zaghlul confrontation told Human Rights Watch that there were two separate groups
totaling about 50 Kifaya demonstrators on the sidewalk, with a cordon of about a hundred riot police. On the
street facing them was a larger group wearing NDP pins:

At first the NDP crowd was just content to shout and threaten the Kifaya people that if they came out of the
cordon they were in for a beating. The Kifaya group stood their ground, so the thugs changed tactics. The
police would let a bunch of them cross into the Kifaya group, where they would single out one person to pull
out to their side, all the while beating that person. They’d repeat that. It was almost choreographed, someone

would say “attack” and then say “stop.” It was brutal but it was not chaotic.
Human Rights Watch spoke with an Egyptian journalist who said she was beaten in the Sa"d Zaghlul area:

It was around noon. NDP gangs were cornering Kifaya people. Two big men were pushing a
young woman along the sidewalk, one under each arm. As they passed she reached out and
grabbed my hand. I held her hand. Others came and pushed us against a tree, along with six
other Kifaya people they had swept up. I think they were plainclothes security—they had
batons, they were better dressed than the NDP mob. We were four men and four women, I
was in the outer ring. I told them I was a journalist, and one hit me. They reached in and
pulled my hair, and one reached into my shirt. They groped the other women as well,
touching us all over. You never knew where a hand would grab or pinch you, or whose hand it
was. They hit the men with us. This went on for about half an hour. I was about to faint.
Finally a cameraman I know came by, and he told them I had a heart condition and that if
they didn’t let me go they might have a dead body on their hands. That was not true, but it
worked, they let me go.
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Another journalist who witnessed the Sa'd Zaghlul confrontations told Human Rights Watch that she saw
people beating up a Kifaya demonstrator. She approached a uniformed policeman who was standing by and
urged him to intervene. She said he replied that “his [Kifaya] colleagues will help him” and made no move to
help the victim. At another point, she said, she overheard a policeman telling a group of young men with
Mubarak posters, “There are lots of women. Go check them out.”

After about half an hour, one NDP supporter with a loudspeaker said they would march to the Press
Syndicate, where another Kifaya demonstration was taking place. “Along Nubar Street,” an eyewitness said,

there was a pharmacy where maybe six Kifaya people were hiding. I don’t know how this mob knew which
building it was, but they went right to it. “Come out, you cowards, you agents of America,” they shouted. After
about 10 minutes some riot police came but they surrounded the mob and the shop together—they didn’t put
themselves in between. At first the mob didn’t go in, but then they did and pulled two people out and beat
them badly.

The witness said that this episode lasted perhaps an hour before the gang moved on to the Press Syndicate,
with the entourage of riot police. “The mob was now maybe a hundred people, and maybe 40 police.”

The street in front of the steps leading up to the Press Syndicate had been cordoned off by riot police and
metal barriers. The steps were crowded with Kifaya demonstrators. When the crowd of NDP supporters
arrived, they stood on the other side of the cordon and the two sides traded insults. After about ten minutes,
the eyewitness said, the man with the loudspeaker shouted “yalla”—let’s go—and the police moved aside to
allow the attackers through the cordon to assault the Kifaya demonstrators.

One of the reporters at the Press Syndicate headquarters told Human Rights Watch what happened to her
there:

It was about 2 or 2:30 p.m. I was at the top of the steps of the syndicate building, to the left of the entrance.
The steps were full of Kifaya people and I was on the edge of the crowd. There was a cordon of security and
riot police on the street. I saw a group of NDP people come down the streets—they had Mubarak posters—
and there were at least 20 riot police walking with them, looking like they were protecting them. The police at
the bottom of the steps opened the cordon to let the NDP gang through to the demonstrators. The next thing
I knew a gang of about 20 or 30 NDP guys came at us from the left. One of them groped and manhandled me.
I tried to push him away and he shouted, “I have a lady, let her through.” This seemed to be a signal for
others to attack me. They pulled my hair and ripped my shirt, touching me all over. All over. I started
screaming in English. “Hey, she’s screaming in English,” they shouted. They grabbed the strap on my bag and
pulled me to the ground. Then the kicking started, and more groping. They were laughing and cheering. I
crawled closer to the stairs. Another NDP guy came. He pulled me up and told them to calm down. I ran
down the stairs. The police at the bottom let me through to get away.

Another reporter told Human Rights Watch that she approached the commanding officer, whom she
identified as the head of Cairo security, and asked why the police stood by. He replied that by law the police
were not allowed to enter Press Syndicate premises unless invited by the head of the syndicate and with
authorization from the interior ministry.

Protests and clashes reportedly occurred in the port city of Isma “iliyya as well, while in Alexandria and other
places security forces prevented demonstrators from assembling. The day also saw additional arrests of
Muslim Brotherhood members in various parts of the country. More than a thousand members of the
Muslim Brotherhood, a group that is tolerated but officially banned and is widely considered the largest
opposition force in the country, have been arrested in raids over the last several weeks. About a hundred
reportedly remain in detention.

Human Rights Watch expressed dismay at the response of U.S. officials to the state-sponsored violence in
Cairo. When Agence-France Presse asked Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice about it, she replied that she
had “not seen the reports you are talking about.”
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“We have said to the Egyptians that this process needs to be as open and as forward-leaning as possible,
because political reform is a necessity for Egypt,” Rice said. “Now, they are taking steps forward. Not
everything moves at the same speed, and there are going to be different speeds in the Middle East.”

“This kind of mealy-mouthed talk from Washington must have been the best news President Mubarak had all
day,” Stork said. “When push came to shove, as it did literally in Cairo on Wednesday, the Bush
administration’s commitment to reform looked bankrupt.”
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