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1. Alice Rossi, "Children and Work in the Lives of Women," paper delivered at the University of Arizona,
Tucson, February 1976.

2. Doris Lessing, The Golden Notebook (1962; New York: Bantam Books, 1977), P.480.

3. Nancy Chodorow, The Reproduction of Mothering (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1978); Dorothy
Dinnerstein, The Mermaid and the Minotaur: Sexual Arrangements and the Human Malaise (New York:
Harper and Row, 1976); Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre English, For Her Own Good: 150 Years of the
Experts’ Advice to Women (Garden City, N.Y.: Doubleday/& Anchor, 1978); Jean Baker Miller, Toward a
New Psychology of Women (Boston Beacon Press, 1976).

4. | could have chosen many other serious and influential recent books, including anthologies, that would
illustrate the same point: e.g., Our Bodies, Ourselves, the Boston Women's Health Collective’s bestseller
(New York: Simon and Schuster. 1976), which devotes a separate (and inadequate) chapter to lesbians,
but whose message is that heterosexuality is most women'’s life preference; Berenice Carroll, ed.,
Liberating Women's History: Theoretical and Critical Essays (Urbana: University of lllinois Press, 1976),
which does not include even a token essay on the lesbian presence in history, though an essay by Linda
Gordon, Persis Hunt, et al. notes the use by male historians of "sexual deviance" as a category to discredit



10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

15.
16.
17.
18.

and dismiss Anna Howard Shaw, Jane Addams, and other feminists ("Historical Phallacies: Sexism in
American Historical Writing”); and Renate Bridenthal and Claudia Koontz, eds., Becoming Visible:
Women In European History (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1977), which contains three mentions of male
homosexuality but no materials that | have been able to locate on lesbians. Gerda Lerner, ed., The Female
Experience: An American Documentary (Indianapolis Bobbs-Merrill, 1977), contains an abridgment of
two lesbian/feminist position papers from the contemporary movement but no other documentation or
lesbian existence. Lerner does note in her preface, however, how the charge of deviance has been used to
fragment women and discourage women'’s resistance. Linda Gordon, in Woman's Rights: A Social History
of Birth Control In America (New York: Viking Press, 1976), notes accurately that “it is not that feminism
has produced more lesbians. There have always been many lesbians, despite high levels or repression;
and most lesbians experience their sexual preference as innate” (p. 410).

Jonathan Katz, Gay American History (New York: Thomas Y. Crowell, 1976).

Nancy Sahli,,"Smashing: Women'’s Relationships Before the Fall,” Chrysalis:. A Magazine of Women's
Culture 8(1979): 17-27. A version of the article was presented at the Third Berkshire Conference on the
History of Women, June 11, 1976.

This is a book | have publicly endorsed. | would still do so, though the above caveat. It is only since
beginning to write this article that | fully appreciated how enormous is the unmasked question in Ehrenreich
and English’s book.

Kathleen Barry, Female Sexual Slavery (Englewood Cliffs, N.J.: Prentice-Hall, 1979); Susan Brownmiller,
Against Our Will: Men, Women, and Rape (New York: Simon and Schuster, 1975); Mary Daly, Gyn/
Ecology: The Meta-Ethics of Radical Feminism (Boston: Beacon Press, 1978); Susan Griffin, Woman and
Nature: The Roaring Inside Her (New York: Harper and Row, 1978); Diana Russell and Nicole van de Vens,
eds., Proceedings of the International Tribunal on Crimes Against Women (Millbrae, Calif.: Les Femmes,
1976).

Dinnerstein, Mermaid, p. 272.

Daly, Gyn/Ecology. pp. 184--85; 114 33.

Chodorow, Reproduction of Mothering, pp. 197-98.

Ibid., pp. 198-99.

Ibid., p. 200.

Kathleen Gough, “The Origin of the Family,” in Toward an Anthropology of Women, ed. Rayna Reiter (New
York: Monthly Review Press, 1975). pp. 69-70.

Barry, Female Sexual Slavery, pp. 216-19.

Anna Demeter, Legal Kidnapping (Boston: Beacon Press, 1977), pp. XX, 126-28.

Daly, Gyn/Ecology, pp. 132, 139-41, 163-65.

Barbara Ehrenreich and Deirdre English, Witches, Midwives, and Nurses: A History of Women Healers
(Old Westbury, N.Y.: Feminist Press, 1973); Andrea Dworkin, Woman Hating, (New York: E.P. Dutton,
1974), pp. 118-54; Daly, Gyn/ Ecology, pp. 178-222.

. See Virginia Woolf, A Room of One’s Own (London: Hogarth Press, 1929). and idem, Three Guineas (1938;
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23.
24.

25.

26.
27.
28.

29.
30.
31.
32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.

41.
42.

New York: Harcourt Brace,1966); Tillie Olsen, Silences (Boston: Delacorte Press, 1978); Michelle Cliff,
“The Resonance of Interruption,” Chrysalis: A Magazine of Women's Culture 8 (1979): 29-37.

Mary Daly, Beyond God the Father (Boston Beacon Press, 1973), pp. 347-51; Olsen, Silences, pp. 22
46.

Daly, Beyond God The Father, p. 93.

Fran P. Hosken, “The Violence of Power: Genital Mutilation of Females, "Heresies 6 (1979): 28-35; Russell
and van de Ven, Proceedings, pp. 194-95.

Barry, Female Sexual Slavery, pp. 163-64.

The issue of "lesbian sadomasochism " needs to be examined in terms of the dominant cultures’ teachings
about the relation of sex and violence, and also of the acceptance by some lesbians or male homosexual
mores. | believe this to be another example of the double-life of women.

Catherine A. MacKinnon, Sexual Harassment of Working Women: A Case of Sex Discrimination (New
Haven, Conn.: Yale University Press, 1979), pp. 15-16.

Ibid., p. 174.

Brownmiller, Against Our Will.

MacKinnon, Sexual Harassment, p. 219. Susan Schecter writes: "The push for heterosexual union at
whatever cost is so intense that . . . it has become a cultural force of its own that creates battering. The
ideology of romantic love and its jealous possession of the partner as property provide the masquerade
for what can become severe abuse” (Aegis: Magazine on Ending Violence Against Women [July-August
1979]: 50-51).

MacKinnon, Sexual Harassment, p. 298.

Ibid., p. 220.

Ibid., p. 221.

Barry, Female Sexual Slavery.

Ibid., p. 33.

Ibid., p 103.

Ibid., p. 5.

Ibid., p. 100.

Ibid., p. 218.

Ibid., p. 140.

Ibid., p. 172

Elsewhere | have suggested that male-identification has been a powerful source of male codes and
systems who have actively battled against it (Adrienne Rich, "Disloyal to Civilization: Feminism, Racism,
Genephobia,” in On Lies, Secrets and Silence: Selected Prose, 196601978 [New York: W.W. Norton,
1979]).

Barry, Female Sexual Slavery, p. 220.

Susan Cavin, "Lesbian Origins,” Ph.D diss., Department of Sociology, Rutgers, The State University of
New Jersey, 1978, chap. 6.
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44.

45.
46.

47.

48.

49.
50.

51.

For my perception of heterosexuality as an economic institution, | am indebted to Lisa Leghorn and
Katherine Parker, who allowed me to read the unpublished manuscript of their book, Woman's Worth:
Sexual Economics and the World of Women (London and Boston: Routledge and Kegan Paul, 1981).

I would suggest that lesbian existence has been most recognized and tolerated where it has resembled a
“deviant” version of heterosexuality; e.g., where lesbians have, like Stein and Toklas, played heterosexual
roles (or seemed to in public) and have been chiefly identified with male cultures. See also Claude E.
Schaeffer, "The Kuterai Female Berdache: Courier, Guide, Phophetess and Warrier,” Ethnohistory 2,
no. 3 (Summer 1965): 193-236. (Berdache: “an individual of a definite physiological sex [m. or f.] who
assumes the role and status of the opposite sex and who is viewed by the community as being of one
sex physiologically but as having assumed the role and status of the opposite sex” [Schaeffer, p. 231.]
Lesbian existence has also been relegated to an upper-class phenomenon, an elite decadence (as in the
fascination with Paris salon lesbians such as Renee Vivien and Natalie Clifford Barney), to the obscuring
of such "common women" as Judy Grahn depicts in her The Work of a Common Woman (New York: St,.
Martin's Press, 1980) and True to Life Adventure Stories (Oakland, Calif.: Diana Press.

Daly, Gyn/Ecology, p. 15.

"In a hostile world in which women are not supposed to survive except in relation with and in service to
men, entire communities of women were simply erased. History tends to bury what it seeks to reject”
(Blanche W. Cook, "Women Alone Stir My Imagination: Lesbianism and the Cultural Tradition,” Signs
4, no. 4 [Summer 1979]; 719-20]. The Lesbian Herstory Archives in New York City is one attempt to
preserve contemporary documents on lesbian existence—a project of enormous value and meaning, still
pitted against the continuing censorship and obliteration of relationships, networks, communities, in other
archives and elsewhere in the culture.

Audre Lorde, Uses of the Erotic: The Erotic as Power, Out & Out Books Pamphlet No. 3 (New York: Out &
Out Books [476 2d Street, Brooklyn, New York 11215], 1979)

Adrienne Rich, "The conditions for Work: The common World of Women," in On Lies, Secrets, and Silence,
p. 209; H.D., Tribute to Freud (Oxford: Carcanet Press, 1971), pp. 50-54.

Woolf, A Room of One’s Own, p. 126.

Gracia Clark, "The Beguines: A Mediaeval Women's Community,” Quest: A Feminist Quarterly 1, no. 4
(1975): 73-80.

See Denise Paulme, ed., Women of Tropical Africa (Berkeley: University of California Press, 1963), pp.
7, 266-67. Some of these sororities are described as “a kind of defensive syndicate against the male
element"—their aims being "to offer concerted resistance to an oppressive patriarchate,” independence
in relation to one's husband and with regard to motherhood, mutual aid, satisfaction of personal revenge.”
See also Audre Lorde, "Scratching the Surface: Some Notes on Barriers to Women and Loving,” Black
Scholar 9, no. 7 (1978): 31-35; Marjorie Topley, "Marriage Resistance in Rural Kwangtung,” in Women in
Chinese Society, ed. M. Wolf and R. Witke (Stanford, Calif.: Stanford University Press, 1978), pp. 67-89;
Agnes Smedley, Portraits of Chinese Women in Revolution, ed. J. MacKinnon and S. MacKinnon (Old
Westbury, NY: Feminist Press, 1976), pp. 103-10.
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52.
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58.
59.
60.

61.

62.

63.

64.

65.

See Rosalind Petchesky, "Dissolving the Hyphen: A Report on Marxist-Feminist Groups 1-5," in Capitalist
Patriarcy and the Case for Socialist Feminism, ed. Zillah Eisenstein (New York: Monthly Review Press,
1979) p. 387.

Andrea Dworkin, Pornography: Men Possessing Women (New York: G. P. Putnam Sons, 1981).

Russell and van de Ven, Proceedings, pp. 42-43, 56-57.

| am indebted to Jonathan Katz's Gay American History for bringing to my attention Hansberry's letters to
Ladder and to Barbara Grier for supplying me with copies of relevant pages from Ladder, quoted here by
permission of Barbara Grier. See also the reprinted series of Ladder, ed. Jonathan Katz et al. (New York:
Arno Press); and Diedre Carmody, “Letters by Eleanor Roosevelt Detail Friendship with Lorena Hickok,”
New York Times, 21 October 1979.

Meridel LeSueur, The Girl (Cambridge, Mass.: West End Press, 1978), pp. 10-11. LeSueur describes,
in an afterword, how this book was drawn from the writings and oral narrations of women in the Workers
Alliance who met as a writer's group during the Depression.

Ibid., p. 20.

Ibid., pp. 53-54.

Ibid., p. 55.

Toni Morrison, Sula (New York: Bantam Books, 1973), pp. 103-4, 149. | am indebted to Lorraine Bethel's
essay, "This Infinity of Conscious Pain: Zora Neale Hurston and the Black Female Literary Tradition,” in All
the Women Are White, All the Blacks Are Men, But Some of Us Are Brave: Black Women's Studies, ed.
Gloria T. Hull, Patricia Bell Scott, and Barbara Smith (Old Westbury, N.Y.: The Feminist Press, 1982.)
See Maureen Brady and Judith McDaniel, "Lesbians in the Mainstream: The Image of Lesbians in Recent
Commercial Fiction,” Conditions 6 (1979).

See Russell and van de Ven, Proceedings p. 40: " . . . few heterosexual women realize their lack of free
choice about their sexuality, and few realize how and why compulsory heterosexuality is also a crime
against them.”

Bethel, "This Infinity of Conscious Pain.”

Dinnerstein, the most recent writer to quote this passage, adds ominously: "But what has to be added to
her account is that these ‘women enlaced’ are sheltering each other not just from what men want to do to
them, but also from what they want to do to each other” (The Mermaid, p. 103). The fact is, however, that
women-to-woman violence is a minute grain in the universe of male-against-female violence perpetrated
and rationalized in every social institution.

Conversation with Blanche W. Cook, New York City, March 1979.
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